General Guidelines for Writing Pattern Sentences

· Use SPECIFIC NOUNS for subjects
· No proper nouns as subjects; ALL subjects should be SPECIFIC NOUNS (see examples on page 2)
· Instead of Camaro, use sport car
· Instead of Sally, use catcher
· No PRONOUNS as subjects (see pronoun list on page 2)
· Use each subject noun only once per pattern.
· Do not use the same subject nouns over and over, from pattern to pattern; stretch your mind and use new specific nouns.  Pick a “theme” or “topic” and stick with it: TV show, novel characters, people from history, etc.

· Use VIVID VERBS
· Use VIVID ACTION VERBS
· Linking verbs should not be used  (see list on page 2)
· Bad Example:  My headache was bad.  [NO! NO!]
· Good Example:  My headache pounded severely.
· Any of the verbs from the helping verb list used alone are not considered to be vivid verbs  (see list on page 2)
· Bad Example:  The police officer had a car. [NO! NO!]
· Good Example:  The police officer maneuvered his car through the streets.
· Stay away from the “weasel word” verbs: GO, WENT, GONE, SAID, SAY, GOT, GET, and PUT.
· Sentences should follow the pattern correctly, including punctuation.
· All words in the sentences should be spelled correctly.


· Sentence Pattern Scoring
Each individual sentence (written on your own) is worth 5 points. (Assignment=25 pts.)
· Using any verb not allowed= -5 points
· Using a pronoun for a subject= -5 points
· Incomplete sentence or not following the pattern= -5 points
· Incorrect or missing punctuation= -2 points per error
· Misspelled words= -1 point per misspelling
· 
Specific Noun Examples
Sentence Patterns 
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Common Noun
woman
car

Specific Noun
mother, teacher
sport car, police car 

Proper Noun
Mrs. Rubach
Camaro


· Pronouns
	
	
	Nominative Case
	Objective Case
	Possessive Case

	1st Person
	Singular
	I
	ME
	MY, MINE

	
	Plural
	WE
	US
	OUR, OURS

	2nd Person
	Singular
	YOU
	YOU
	YOUR, YOURS

	
	Plural
	YOU
	YOU
	YOUR, YOURS

	3rd Person
	Singular
	HE, SHE, IT
	HIM, HER, IT
	HIS, HER, HERS, ITS

	
	Plural
	THEY
	THEM
	THEIR, THEIRS

















· Linking Verbs
AM IS ARE WAS WERE
BE BEING BEEN
APPEAR BECOME FEEL GROW 
LOOK REMAIN SEEM SMELL
SOUND STAND TASTE TURN



· Helping Verbs
AM IS ARE WAS WERE
BE BEING BEEN
HAVE HAS HAD
DO DOES DID
MAY MIGHT MUST
CAN COULD
SHALL SHOULD
WILL WOULD


· Weasel Words
Sentence Patterns 


[bookmark: _GoBack]GO, WENT, GONE, SAID, SAY, GOT, GET, and PUT
Grade 6			1


